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Notes on ephemerides
Ls Longitude of the Sun, corresponding to the 

Martian season. 0° = beginning of spring in 

northern hemisphere. 

Dt (or De) Declination of Earth. The northern 

hemisphere of Mars is tilted toward the Earth 

for positive values, the southern hemisphere 

for negative ones. 

K phase of the planet, as the unilluminated 

fraction of the disc. Value is zero at opposition 

(fully illuminated disc) and is maximum at 

quadratures. Given as "Phase" parameter 

under WinJupos ephemerides. 

Q Position angle of maximum phase defect, 

counted from celestial North eastward. Given 

as  "Maximum phase" parameter in WinJupos. 

Filter

BLANK FOR INTENSITY ESTIMATES

Intensity estimates use a 0-10 scale: 0 = polar caps, 10 = 

dark background sky. A rough "colour index" can be 

calculated as the difference of intensity values observed 

through a red and blue filters. °
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